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New England Potpourri 
Fresh and Salt Water 
Fishing

¢ƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΥ  ! 
Chronological Look at a typical 
fishing season in and around the 
Merrimack Valley.

A). Early Spring:  Trout (5 slides)

B). Late Spring:  Shad and upriver 
stripers (11 slides)

C).  Early Summer:  Bass on the 
flats  (18 slides)

D). Late Summer:  Panfishand 
offshore options (7 slides)



The Boat:

Joppa HoppaI, a 14ô Lund WC basic 

aluminum utility.  I ran the boat first 

with a 9.9 hp four-stroke for two 

seasons and upgraded to a 25 hp two-

stroke.  The boat was  really good for 

the flats most nights, but a little 

undersized in a small chop.

I could easily remove the 25 and use a 

small electric motor for trout fishing.

Joppa HoppaII  is a 16ô Lund WC-

DLX.  I use the same 25 hp motor.  The 

boat is beefier and the flat floor and 

storage make fishing much more 

convenient.  I still have the flexibility 

of running the boat in lakes and ponds 

with a small gas or electric motor. 



Phase I: The Ice Melts

Target:  Trout 

Locations

ÅtƭǳƎΩǎ tƻƴŘ ƛƴ IŀǾŜǊƘƛƭƭ 
(Lake Saltonstall)

ÅRound Pound in 
Haverhill (Lake 
Pentucket)

ÅStiles Pond in Boxford

ÅBaldpate Pond in 
Boxford

Techniques

From shore: power bait 
eggs in orange, yellow, 
chartreuse and pink

From boat: spinners and 
small metals, cast and 
trolled



Typical trout rig with power eggs

Rig a ¼ oz or ½ oz egg sinker, bead, swivel, then 2-оΩ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ 
small  gold hook.  Cast and let sit.  Enjoy a coffee, a cigar, or a 
newspaper.  Best bets: Plug Pond, Baldpate Pond


